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lntroduction
The Board of Management of Faughart Community National. School. has adopted this poticy to prevent
and address buttying behaviour. This poticy futLy compties with the requ¡rements of Bí Cineálta:
Procedures to Prevent and Address Bullying Behaviour for Primary and Post-Primary Schoots (2024).

The board of management acknowtedges that buttying behaviour interferes with the rights of the chitd as
set out in the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Chitd. We att, as a school community, have
a responsibil.ity to work together to prevent and address butLying behaviour and to deat with the negative
impact of bul.tying behaviour.

We are committed to ensuring that att students who attend our school are kept safe from harm and that
the wel.tbeing of our students is at the forefront of everything that we do. We recognise the negative
impact that bul.tying behaviour can have on the lives of our students and we are futl.y committed to
preventing a nd add ressing bu Ltying behaviou r.

We confirm that we witt, in accordance with our obLigations under equatity legislation, take atl. such steps
that are reasonabty practicabte to prevent the harassment of students or staff on any of the nine grounds

specified: gender, civiI status, famity status, sexuaI orientation, retigion, age, disabitity, race and
membership of the Travetler community.
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As a DCU Changemaker Schoot, we are dedicated to fostering an innovative and inctusive tearning
environment that encourages students to be proactive, creative, and sociatty responsibte. Our patron,
Louth Meath Education and Training Board (LMETB), supports our mission to provide high-quatity
education and ensure every chitd reaches their futl. potentiat.

Our school values pLay a key rote in shaping our approach to the Bí Cineátta Poticy:

. We care about our own welLbeing and the wetl,being of others: Promoting a positive and caring
school environment where every chitd's wetfare, wetl.being, and heatth are prioritised.

. We strive for excetlence in tearning: Encouraging high expectations for effort and performance,
fostering creativity, and institting a passion for tifetong tearning.

o We are active members of our tocal. and gtobat communities: Creating a respectful., inctusive
cul.ture where pupits engage positivel.y with their teachers, peers, and wider society.

r W€ show respect and act responsibty: Ensuring that att students contribute to a schooL
community where kindness, respect, and responsibitity are f undamentaI vatues.

Definition of ButLying

Bul.tying is defined in Cineál.tas: Action Ptan on Buttying and Bí Cineál.ta: Procedures to Prevent and
Address Buttying Behaviour for Primary and Post-Primary Schoots as targeted behaviour, ontine or offtine
that causes harm. The harm caused can be physicat, socia[ and/or emotionat in nature. Buttying
behaviour is repeated over time and invotves an imbalance of power in retationships between two
peopte or groups of peopte in society. The detaited definition is provided in Chapter 2 of the Bí Cineátta
procedures.

Each school is required to devetop and impLement a Bí CineáLta poLicy that sets out how the schoot
community prevents and addresses buttying behaviour. Strategies to deal. with inappropriate behaviour
that is not buttying behaviour are provided for within the schoot's Code of Behaviour.
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Section A: Development/review of our Bí Cine a\fa poticy to
prevent and address butLying behaviou r
Att mem.bers of our school community were provided with the opportunity to input into the
devetopment/review of this pol.icy

Date

consutted
Method of consuttation

Schoot Staff
February

-Aprit 2025

Discussion at staff meetings

Survey

Students
February

2025
Focus Groups Led by 6th ctass
pupits

Parents
February

-May 2025

Focus Groups

Questionnaire

Board of Management June2O25 Board of Management Meeting

Wider schoo[ community as appropriate, for
exampte, bus drivers

April.2025 Discussions with bus drivers

Date poticy was approved:

Date poticywas [ast reviewed:
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Sectíon B Prevent¡ng ButLying Behaviour
This section sets out the prevention strategies that witl. be used by the schoot. These inctude strategies
specificatl.y aimed at preventing ontine buLtying behaviour, homophobic and transphobic buil.ying
behaviour, racist buttying behaviour, sexist buttying behaviour and sexuaI harassment as appropriate (see
Chapter 5 of the Bí Cineál.ta procedures):

Preventing Bu ttyi ng Behaviou r

Our schooI imptements the fottowing prevention strategies:

. Positive Schoot Culture: Promoting respect, inctusion, and kindness through the curricul.um and
dail.y interactions.

r MonthtyAssembties: Recognising kindness and positive behaviour in our school. community.

. Carin8 Citizen Award: Cetebrating students who consistentty show kindness and respect.

¡ Changemaker Nominee St¡ckers: Awarded to students nominated by their peers for
demonstrating changemaker va [ues

. SPHE and Wel,lbeing Programmes: Educating students on friendships, empathy, and conftict
resotution.

. Stay Safe & RSE Programmes: Structured lessons on personal. safety, retationships, and making
informed decisions.

. Supervision & Safe Spaces: Ensuring students feel. safe in atl areas of the schoot, incl.uding
ptaygrounds and ontine spaces.

e Digital Gitizenship Education: Teaching responsibte technol.ogy use and ontine safety.

. Devetoping and communicating an acceptabte use poticy for technoLogy

o Peer Support & Student Voice: Establ.ishing chitdren advisory panels and buddy systems to
foster peer-ted initiatives.

. Coltaboration with the DCU Changemaker Schools Network: Engaging in research,
professionaI devetopment, and initiatives that enhance schoot pract¡ce.

¡ Referring to expected behaviour as part of the standards of behaviour in the Code of Behaviour.
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Supervision and Monitoring Poticies

ln tine with Chapter 5 of the Bí Cineátta: Anti-Bullying Procedures, our school ¡mptements a

comprehensive approach to supervision and monitoring that supports the four key areas of weLl.being
promotion-Culture and Environment; Curricutum; Poticy and Planning; and ReLationships and
Partnerships. These measures are designed to ensure that butl.ying behaviour is effectivety prevented,
identified, and addressed in a consistent and supportive manner.

Culture and Environment

Our schooI fosters a positive, inctusive environment where respect, kindness, and betonging are
promoted through daity interactions, schoot values, and teadership. We activety support a 'te[[ing'
culture where students feel safe and encouraged to report concerns about buttying behaviour without
fear of retatiat¡on or judgement. Att staff promote the concept of the "trusted adult", ensuring that
students know they have someone to tatk to and that their concerns witt be taken seriousty and acted
upon promptty.

We prioritise safe physical. spaces by:

. Supervising key areas such as corridors, stairwetts, and schootyards with ctearvisibitity.

Removing visuaI obstructions (e.g. unnecessary posters) from windows and instatting mirrors to
reduce btind spots.

a

. Promoting positive messages through displays, murats and signage that reinforce inctusion and
respect.

. Encouraging student-ted art and ownership of schooI spaces to strengthen bel,onging and shared
responsibitity.

Supervision

To ensure the safety and wettbeing of al.t pupits, staff imptement structured supervision throughout the
school day, particutarty during arriva[, break times, and dismissal. Key supervision measures inctude:

. Ctear rotas for yard duty, ensuring h¡gh vis¡bitity of staff at att times.

Active supervision strategies (e.g. moving around, interacting with students) to detect and
prevent incidents.

. Monitoring of high-risk areas identified through staff consuttat¡on and student voice.

. Ongoing professionaI tearning to support staff in identifying and responding to buttying behaviour.

Where feasibte, break-time activities are organised to offer students a variety of choices, encouraging
positive peer engagement and reducing unstructured time that may give rise to negative behaviour.

Through these practices, our school takes atl. reasonabte steps to create a safe, respectfut environment
wherebul.tyingisnottoterated,andwherestudentsandstaffworkinpartnershiptouphotd ourBíCineálta
values.



Faughart Community National School
O Faughart, Dundalk, Co Louth, 491 DB97
O www.faughartcns.ie
o 0429371931
O faughartcns@lmetb.ie

Section C: Address¡ng Buttying Behaviour
The teacher(s) with responsibility for addressing buttying behaviour is (are) as fottows:

The ctass teacher, in the first instance, regardtess of who the buttying behaviour is initiail.y witnessed
bylreported to, with the support of the pr.incipat and in-schooI management team.

When buttying behaviour occLlrs, the schoot witt:

. ensure that the student experiencing buttying behaviour is heard and reassured
¡ seêk to ensure the privacy of those invotved
. conduct att conversations with sensitivity
. consider the age and abitity of those invotved
. tisten to the views of the student who'is experiencing the buttying behaviour as to how best to

address the situation
o take action in a timety manner
. inform parents of those invotved

The steps thatwil.t be taken bythe schoolto determine if bul.tying behaviour has occurred, the approaches
taken to address the buttying behaviour and to review progress are as fol.tows (see Chapter 6 of the Bí
Cineátta procedures)

ldentifying if butl.ying behaviour has occurred:

. lnterview each chitd individuatty

. Meet al.l. students invotved as a group

. Each student witl. reteLt their account of what happened to ctarify each other's views at this group
meet¡ng

. Each student wil.t be supported, as appropriate, fottowing the meeting

. lnterviewing teacher witt use supporting documentation* to determine whether buil.ying has
occurred

. Both the student who is experiencing buttying behaviour and the student who is displ.aying
butl.ying behaviour need support.

o lnform parents of those invotved - consutt on appropriate further actions
. lmptement relevant strategies and supports to address the butl.ying behaviour
. Engage with students and parents invotved no more than 20 school days after the initial.

discussion to review progress
. Review the effectiveness of strategies used to date in consultation with students and parents
. Provide ongoing supervision and support
¡ lf the student displ.aying bul.tying behaviour is continuingto do so, the schoot may referto its Code

of Behaviour to identify further strategies/actions to use/take.

lf it is determined that buttying behav¡our has occurred
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lncidents can occur where behaviour is unacceptable and hurtful but the behaviour ls not butlying
behaviour. Strategies that deal.with inappropriate behaviour are provided for within fhe school's Code of
Behaviour.

Aschoolis notexpectedtodealwithøullyingbehtaviourthatoccurswhenstudentsarenotunderthecare
or responsibility of the schoof. However, where this bullying behaviour has an impact in school, schools
are required to suþporttf¡e students involved.

Where the sifudent displaying the bultying behaviour is not a student ¡n the school, but thestudenf who Ìs
experiencingthe bullyingbehaviouris a sûudent in the school, the school should supportthe studentwho
is experiencing the bullying behaviour as appropriate and engage w¡th them and their parents to
determine what steps can be taken.

Supportive Approaches
The schoot witl use the fotl.owing approaches to support those who experience, witness and disptay
butl.ying behaviour (see Chapter 6 of the Bí Cineátta procedures):

Supportive approaches may incl.ude (not exhaustive):

. Teach retevant SPHE lessons
o Buil.d ctassroom community through circte time and team-buitding activit¡es
. Teach relevant GMGY lessons
. Provide individual./ smal,t group support to buitd setf-esteem

: l':ï:?t:"""."r':il3i.n" situation regutar.y and adapt strategies used ir needed
. Regutarty monitor the efficacy of strategies and supports used and review/ adapt as necessary

Recording Bul.tying Behaviou r

Att butl.ying behaviour witt be recorded using temptate added to Ataddin Documents. This witt inctude the
type of behaviour, where and when it took ptace, and the date of the engagement with students and
parents. The actions and supports agreed to address bul.tying behaviour witt be documented. lf the
butl.ying behaviour is a chil,d protection concern the matterwitt be addressed without detay in accordance
with Chitd Protection Procedures for Primary and Post-Primary Schoots.
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Section D: Overs¡ght
The principat witt present an update on buttying behaviour at each board of management meeting. This
update wil.t inctude the number of incidents of buttying behaviour that have been reported since the tast
meeting, the number of ongoing incidents and the totaI number of incidents since the beginn¡ng of the
school year. Where incidents of buttying behaviour have occurred, the principat witt al.so provide a verbat
update which witL inctude where retevant, information retating to trends and patterns identified,
strategies used to address the bul.tying behaviour and any wider strategies to prevent and address
buttying behaviour where retevant. This update does not contain personaI or identifying information. See
Chapter 7 of the Bí Cineál.ta procedures.

This poticy is avaitabte to our schoot community on the school's website and in hard copy on request. A
student f riendty version of this poticy is disptayed in the school. and is atso avaitabte on our website and
in hard copy on request.

This pol.icy and its impl.ementation witt be reviewed, fottowing input from our schoo[ community, each
calendar year or as soon as practicabte after there has been a materiat change in any matter to which
this poticy refers.

Signed:

Signed:

(Chairperson, Board of Management) Date:

(Principal) Date:
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